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January: Annise Parker

City Controller Annise Parker will be the speaker at our January meeting. Annise was sworn in
the 14th City Controller for the City of Houston on January 2, 2004, becoming thaigeesnd ﬁ:LAG HNUSFON
elected city official and serving as the cityds Chief Finan:
as an alarge member of Houston City Council. A lifelong community activist, Annise is currently P.O. BOX 66834
working on the Board of Directors of the Holocaust Museum and on the Advisory Boards of the Hous- HOUSTON, TX 772666834
ton Zoo, the Montrose Counseling Center and Trees for Houston. Annise is also involved in historic 3400 Montrose Bivd. Suite 207.
preservation efforts in Houston, and received t Wesop"E&¥H Br i

Preservation Alliance for her restoration of historic properties in the Old Sixth Ward. Help Line
Annise and her life partner, Kathy Hubbard, live in Houston with their two daughters. She will be  7Z3.46PFLAG 713467.3524
sharing her personal journey and future hopes at our January meeting. www. pflaghouston.org

Our meeting will be January 6, 2008, at 2:00 p.m. at St. Paul's United Methodist Church, 5501 S. HelpLine@pfiaghouston.org
Main, in the Jones Building. Parking is available east of the church. Enter from Binz St. between and ~Newsletter@pfiaghouston.org

San Jacinto. Editor: Meghan Fogarty
Small groups after the program provide an opportunity to discuss issues, concerns, and celebrations & Deb Smith
in a safe, confidential environment. Special groups for spouses anesSgakirst) persons are avail- OUR OFFICERS
able.
After the meeting all are invited to gather at Cafe Express in the Museum of Fine Arts Beck Build- President
ing, 5601 Main, 1/2 block south of the church. Cat Sabih

A mid-month sharing group, "Third Thursday," meets on the third Thursday of every menth 7:30
9:00 p.m. at St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, 1805 Alabama at
Woodhead, in the Chatham Room.

Vice President
Tim Suenram
Secretary
Dawn Rorie
Treasurer

BLACK TIE DINNER GRANT AWARD Sarah Ber¢flarrop

PFLAG Houston was the recipient of a grant from the Black Tie Dinner held in November 2007. The
grant application was written by Alice McCarthy, who also coordinated soliciting auction items, attende/ANY THANKS!
meetings and contacted volunteers for the event. We would not have received this grant except for her
efforts. Thank you, Alice, for all your hard work in securing this grant for PFLAG.
Cat and Morteza Sabih, Alice McCarthy, and Sara Fernandez attended the Black Tie Dinner
Distribution Reception on December 12, 2007. PFLAG was presented with a check in the amount of
$12,150.00 which is earmarked for video production. Look for more news on the video production project
in the coming months.
Our heartfelt thanks also go out to the Black Tie Dinner Board of Directors and its many supporters

who donated their ti me, money, and auction it s o] k t hi
HOUSTON PRIDE BAND CELEBRATES RELATIONSHIPS,
BENEFITS PFLAG

The Houston Pride Bando6s 3 teebratirga sliversity bfghemeb Eremthedibrarye x ci t i ng
and benefitting many local organizations. Mark your calendars for their February 9th concert at 7pm, where

the theme will be o0Celebrating Our Rel ati onsWYpropiggEyents A port i
benefit PFLAGHouston. The concert will be held at the Resurrection Metropolitan Community Chu&ch. . ith PELAG
located at 2025 W. 11th Street. For more information, visit www.houstonprideband.org. ruising wi

Become a Member Today!



ALENDAR

JANUARY 1
First Sunday
General Meeting 2 p.m.
St . Paul &8s
5501 S. Main Street
2nd Floor, Fondren Hall
Jones Building

JANUARY 10
Second Thursday
Board Meeting -9 p.m.
Open to all members
GLBT Community Center,
3400 Montrose Blvd.
Suite 207

JANUARY 15

Newsletter Deadline
Submit articles to:
newsletter@pflaghouston.org

JANUARY 17
Third Thursday

St. Stephends
7:309pm
St. Stephends
1805 Alabama at Woodhead

Chatham Room

OUR MISSION

Support Families,

working to keep families in
loving relationships by helping t

hem understand and affirm
their gay, lesbian, bisexual, or

uni tededbfk io°f8dus bn Wiat Wé fofundamentalist churches.

From the Library

murdered. He also gives exam-
ples of church reformers and Bi-
accomplishments of the past y&ar nearly forty years, Philde translators who were declared
and with an eye to the futur&€helos was the pastor of sevdnatetics. He points out how the
BeiBiple has been used to rationalize
sider to be our priorities. All cidamantly opposed to homoseslavery, segregation, past and pre-
us in PFLAG consider it a prioritglity, he thought it was his duty $&nt discrimination against
to shine the light on the issupsomote his dogmatic beliefaomen, and the betrayal of Jews
that are important to our familieslowever, as he continued His the Gestapo murderers during
It is through our threfold mis- intensive study of homosexualitye Holocaust.
sion of support, education arahd biblical teaching, he progres-
advocacy that our families eaely moved away from his rigichrough his writing, Thelos does
strengthened and increasinmindset and came to have a conet intend to condemn the Bible.
awareness is brought to the isspletely different view of moralitfis message is that the Bible has
affecting our GLBT friends andnd ethics. His research led Hen and continues to be misused
loved ones. Please make PFLAG write the bookGod is not By people wishing to promote
a priority in your life during thelomophobe: An Unbiased Lothleiatown views. According to
coming year. You will truly bdomosexuality in the.Bilbtethis Thelos, to greater understand the
enriched by the experience. book, Thelos scrutinizes eveByjble, the original words should
Bible verse and every Bibksedbe studied, and the literary, geo-
As most of you are awarargument against homosexualgyaphical, cultural and historical
PFLAG does not support or reand his conclusion is that the Bibntext of these words need to be
ject any particular religion or dele says very little about homorderstood. How biblical pas-
nomination. There is a good resexuality, and what it does sages relate to our present situa-
son for this; we are welcoming ¢oa n 0 t be used tloms amddknodledgenshduld alsmo -
M vl e Moyno h e, regasedubless of 0 n e 0lse explerkdi The result will be a
Epi Sgcicz)usabeliecfs.u rNconetheless, there liberating change for homosexuals
is nb doubt that religion plays dmelos asserts that strict interpweithin our society.
important role in our society artdtion of the Bible has influenced fi Linda Bratsen
is relevant to GLBT issues. Osome of the most shocking crimes g’_‘/j
library contains books on a varigtyhistory. He discusses the his-
of religious topics, and therefoteyy of the inquisitions and Cru-
I will occasionally review religiosades, when thousands of inno-
books or materials which may bent people were imprisoned or

It is during this time of year thalf interest.
most of us look back over the

transgender family members.

Educate the Public,

Seeking to dispel myths and
misinformation by working
with educators, community and

W
R FAMILY VACATIONS HOSTS
PFLAG SPRING BREAK
MARCH 15-22, 2008
Rosi e O6Donnell, a big fan of PFLAG, and her
family could o0sail the high seasé together in

their children, a gay sister and her straight brother, a gay son and his straight parents, or any
combination, they have created a special pl ac

religious groups, the media,

and the general public.

Advocate for equality,
Calling for equal human
and civil rights.

PFLAG provides opportunities
for dialogue about sexual

This year, Rosie has developed a cruise with PFLAG specifically in mind. The PFLAG Spring Br
Cruise sets sail on March 15th stopping at Cabo San Lucas, Mazatlan, and Puerto Vallarta. It depar
returns on March 22, 2008 from San Diego. The musical entertainment will feature Cyndi Lauper.

For more information and pricing, visit www.pflag.org or contact Christopher Vance, Director ¢
Development at (202) 487180 x 231 or email him at cvance@pflag.org. Reservations must be book:
through Christopher Vance

orientation and gender identity,
and acts to create a society that
is respectful of human diversity.



UPCOMING EVENTS
A RAISING OF VOICES:
A V|g|| of Resolve for the NeW YeaAr = = = ccccecesccccccsccccccsescscsssscscscosescscsssscscsssssscscscsscses

Sunday, January 6, 2008 at 4 pm
Covenant Baptist Church, 4949 Caroline Street, Houston How Can You Support PFLAG?

Pastor Jeremy Rutledge,-8688830 Donate or Become a Member Today!
jeremyrut@mindspring.com

When Kenneth Cummings, Jr. was murdered last June, the mla(nyou have found that PF,LAG is a comfortable and
accused of killing him exclaimed that he was Elijah, called by God&lpful place for you, and if you are not yet a member,
carry out a code of retribution by killing a gay man. And there wécome one today! We are a totally volunteer non
silence. Not a single clergyperson spoke out in protest. profit organization. Your taleductible dues go to

On January 6, 2008, they will speak .outA Raising of Vaices support numerous educational and advocacy
members of the clergy, the gay community, and friends of human

rights will speak out at a vigil of resolve A Raising of Voiseswill pro g rams f _0 r ,e qual rtg h_t
lament that earlier silence with music and stories and proclaim that@ Mi |’y Behi ndd cards whi
the common thread of all religions is love, not hate. We will resoltBe last election.

to work for a more just society for all.

The baskets that are circulated during the program

Alley Theatre, ActOUT, Partners with AssistHers for help defray the expenses of our meetings.

LOVE, JANIS

Join the Alley Theatre for a Rockjl_
24, 2008 in the celebration of our native Texan and musical legend
Janis Joplin. This musical performance will go behind the scenes of

her I1ife, and songs unt iPiecebfy deat h PFhAGV\/eekIyUlsdzate;s such as

Heart 6Me and Bobby McGEderoedes Benz a Ball and Chain Subscribe to this brief oragveek report at:
will be performed. '

PreCurtain Party (Free with ticket to performance): ActOUT http://pflag.org/signup.htm|
patrons will gather from 6:00 to 7:15 pm at the Alley Thea

Floor Terrace Room. Guests can mingle with other GLBT theatrhélany thanks to all who organized and/or
fans, enjoy complimentary appetizers from Hunan Downtown

beverages from Budwei ser, S i pbr(l)%gptfgopdefgri%ulrpycemblernld()“%ayi ece
Hearté6 and enjoy music by DJ WMarkelasteonth! Afterward patrons
downstairs to the 7:30 pm performanceavie, Janis
Alley Box Office: 713205700
Purchase Tickets Online: https://stage.alleytheatre.org
and click on the ActOUT Partners icon.

Hank ch)ij1 frort))bur%ﬂ'ppgrtr!' ursday, J

AIDS WALK 3 MARCH 9, 2008
www.aidshelp.org

PRIDE PARADE AND FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, JUNE 28, 2008
The Pride Parade will run the traditional route along
Westheimer from the intersection of Dunlavy down to Crocker. The
festival is free to the public. The theme for 200&ig\re Family.

ARE YOU 20SOMETHING?? FEBRUARY PROGRAM
The GLBT Behavioral Health and Wellness Coalition is an informal To cel ebrat e Val en
group primarily of Behavioral Health Professionals who are working
together to address concerns affecting the wellness of the GLBT Long Term Couples Panel

community in Houston. One concern is the need for a group-for 20
something GLBTers. There are many from this age group who are
leaders in GSAs at community colleges and universities in the MARCH PROGRAM
Houston area. The Coalition is offering to support the creation of Trans Youth in Foster Care
the 2Gsomething group by inviting leaders to a meeting of the minds PhyIIis Frye

to talk about what they want to create. Watch for more details in the

coming months or contact Michael Migura.



